192                    Turgot.

On the 18th of May, after having asked per-
mission of the king, Turgot wrote him a letter
which forms a worthy counterpart to that in
which he had accepted the post of Comptroller-
Ill                      General two years before. He alludes to the
four secret letters: "The proceeding on my
part which seems to have displeased you has
proved to you that I was bound to my place
by no interested motive, for I could not be un-
aware of the risk I was running, and I should
not have exposed myself to that risk if I had
preferred my fortune to my duty. You have
also seen by my letters how impossible it was
for me to serve usefully in that place, and con-
sequently to remain there, if you left me alone
and without aid." It has been supposed that,
in speaking of his " proceeding," Turgot alluded
to his intervention in .the affair of Count de
Guines; but there can now be no doubt that
the offensive proceeding was the correspond-
ence, by which the king had been sharply
stung.

Immediately after his disgrace Turgot re-
tired to the Chateau de la Roche-Guyon, the
home of the Duchess d'Enville; then he re-
turned to Paris. The remaining five years of
his life he passed in the study of science and
of letters. He was deeply affected by the uni-
versal reproach that he had lost his influence the dangers I have so plainly pointed
